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HEALTH AND SAFETY

THIS GUIDE PROVIDES INFORMATION CONCERNING ASSISTANCE ON
HEALTH AND SAFETY ISSUES TO BE CONSIDERED IN THE CUTTING,
GRINDING, POLISHING AND IN GENERAL, IN THE MANUFACTURE OF

SILESTONE.

SILESTONE is a quartz composite.

Health and Safety standards are established by the appropriate
legislative bodies corresponding legislation are to be
satisfactorily met in the manufacturing process.

The guidance provided herein explains the protection and
prevention measures to be observed in order to develop safe
working procedures.

These instructions are addressed to employers and employees
focused on SILESTONE® and ECO by COSENTINO®
manufacture to help them control the exposure to respirable
crystalline silica and similar risks.

This manual establishes the specific preventive measures to
be observed for the correct treatment of our product.

Following the instructions in this guide will reduce risks
associated with this activity.

This document should be available for companies specialised
in this field so that they make the best use of the implemented
control measures.

As well as this information, the Good Practice Guide for in
handling Silica issued by NEPSI should be provided.

This does not however, exempt employers from meeting
standards established in each country's regulations relating
to risk assessment, measuring chemical contaminants and
occupational exposure limits (OEL's).

Visit http://www.nepsi.eu for further information.

These instructions provide information and advice on:

u Water-injected hand machines and tools
= Local extraction and filtration systems.
m General ventilation in factories plants.

m Periodic maintenance and supervision

u Cleaning.

Dust monitoring.
Other risks: cuts, projected particles, noise, handling loads.
Personal Protective Equipment.
Training and information for workers.
Health Surveillance.
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GENERAL VENTILATION IN FACTORIES

Ensure that the building is properly ventilated, if necessary using
forced ventilation. Ensure the ventilation system does not move
settled dust and that contaminated air does not spread to clean
areas.

Dust suppression sprays (fine mist) may be used to prevent the
generation of airborne dust throughout indoor and outdoor traffic
routes or conveyors.

Emissions from dust extraction systems in buildings must comply
with local environmental legislation.

Use walls and flooring surfaces that can easily be are easily kept
clean and that do not absorb or accumulate dust.

When necessary, to prevent dust from spreading between building
levels levels, use solid floors where possible and cover them with

a wear-resistant material, coloured to highlight dust contamination.

Control panels can be protected by using a membrane.

When using wet cleaning methods, provide an adequate number
of correctly positioned water connection points.

Provide an adequate number of vacuum connection points when
using a central vacuum cleaning system.




RECOMMENDATIONS

GOOD PRACTICE GUIDE




CLEANING

Clean the equipment on a regular basis.

Clean the workplace daily.

Clean floors and other surfaces on a regular basis.
Use wet or vacuum cleaning methods.

Clean up any spillages immediately.

As a general rule, vacuum cleaning systems are not suitable for
cleaning up spillages or wet materials.

Do not clean with a dry brush or using compressed air.

Do not allow dust / debris deposits to dry out before they are
cleaned up.

If vacuum cleaning systems are required for spillages of large
volumes of dust, they should be specially designed to avoid
overloading and blocking.

When it is not possible to use wet or vacuum cleaning methods,
and only dry cleaning with brushes can be carried out, ensure that
workers wear appropriate personal protective equipment and that
measures are taken to prevent crystalline silica dust from spreading
outside the work area.

DUST MONITORING

Risk assessment must be carried out to determine whether existing
controls are adequate.

Both personal and static measurements can be used together, as
they are complementary. It is up to the experts designated by
employers and employees' representatives to opt for the most
appropriate solutions, while respecting the applicable legislation.

The sampling strategy, equipment used, analysis methods etc, must
be defined by Industrial Hygiene specialists.

Keep complete records of dust monitoring campaigns and adopt
a quality system as described above.

The personnel in charge of the samplings must set a good example
and wear respiratory protection equipment in the required areas.
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PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

In those areas or workplaces where risks still exist the use of personal
protective equipment is mandatory and they must be clearly defined
by appropriate signs.

Personal protective equipment must comply with relevant EC
legislation on the design and manufacture in relation to health and
safety. All the personal protective equipment that the company
provides must bear the CE mark.

Respiratory protection for silica must have FFP3 classification. Note
that facial hair reduces the effectiveness of a mask. Operators with
facial hair should be provided with respirators or other suitable

alternatives.

When using PPE, provide employees with training on selection, use
and maintenance of the equipment.

If employees have to wear more than one PPE item, ensure that
they are compatible with each other.

Check the effectiveness of respiratory protective equipment before
use. Consult the supplier about the appropriate adaptation methods.

Keep records of PPE provided.

Provide clean storage facilities for PPE when not in use.

HYGIENE

Provide storage facilities for workers' clothes. Clean clothes must
be separated from work clothes.

This area should have toilets, wash basins and showers as well as
personal lockers.

Workers should wash their hands and faces and take overalls off
before eating.

Define a specific and clean area where workers can prepare meals,
eat and drink away from their workstation.

Provide workers with an adequate supply of clean work clothes,
including additional outfits. Workers who handle silica dust should
wear overalls made of a fabric that prevents the absorption of dust.

Do not use compressed air to clean overalls. Workers should not
smoke at their workplace.
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TECHNICAL ADVISING REPORT

Recommendations and proposals of this document provide only indications for implementing organizative & technical measures and
personal habits. At no time they substitute the legal requirements of the country about Health & Safety aspects; risk evaluations, preventive

measures, specific technical reports, training, information, internal rules and procedures, health care medicine, etc. ... that correspond
to the Health & Safety department of the companies or their external H&S advisors.
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